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January 22, 2016 

 
Dear Senators Lasee, Cowles and Hansen, and Representatives Genrich, Macco, 

Steffen and Kitchens: 

 

Re: LRB-1820 

 

On behalf of the District administration and the Board of Education, we are writing 

to express our opposition to LRB-1820.  

 

We understand that one reason identified for proposing LRB-1820 is to remove the 

risk of parents or family members, who have conceal carry permits, from violating 

the law when dropping off or picking up their students. While it is conceivable that 

this could happen to a parent picking up or dropping off a student, (we are not aware 

of a single instance in our District or surrounding districts of this occurring) there 

are many arguments for why this proposal should not be adopted. 

 

 District officials and school board members have not received any 

communication expressing concerns by concealed carry permit owners 

regarding gun free school zones. 

 

 School officials and school resource officers are not aware of who has a 

concealed carry permit. Staff and school resource officers have been 

trained to look for any signs of potential danger to students. How would 

staff and school officers reasonably identify a person who is in possession 

of a gun on school grounds as a potential threat or an individual who 

possesses a concealed carry permit?   

 

 In addition to school officials and resource officers being trained to look for 

any signs of potential danger on school grounds, so too has the public as 

well as students.  Students routinely receive training to ensure that they 

and their classmates are taking precautionary measures in unsafe 

situations.  And similar to school officials and law enforcement officers, 

the public and students are not aware of who has been issued a concealed 

carry permit.  We have great concerns that if students were to witness an 

adult carrying a firearm on school grounds, they would become fearful 

and concerned. This would likely be a traumatic event for many of our 

students and families. 

 

 Within school zones, school districts hold numerous outdoor athletic events 

a year (e.g., football, soccer, baseball, softball, track, cross country, etc.). 

These events are open to the public. While we recognize that concealed 

carry permit holders are responsible gun owners, we are concerned that 

guns being present at events would place many innocent bystanders at 

risk. 

 

 The legislation as written does not address who has final liability in the 

situation where a permit owner harms someone using his or her gun in a 

school zone. 
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Every year the District spends both significant time and resources training and preparing students and staff to be safe. 

This proposal provides the opportunity for potential harm to students and staff for the purpose of removing an 

inconvenience for permit holders. 

 

We ask that you support our students – they deserve to be our priority – Every Child. Every Day. 

 

Sincerely, 

    
Brenda Warren, Board President    Michael Blecha, Legislative Liaison 

 

 

 
Michelle Langenfeld, Ed.D., Superintendent of Schools and Learning 

 

cc: Senator Fitzgerald, Senator Olsen, Representative Vos 

 


